Comanche Fly-In June 23, 2007

2B3 Parlin – Newport, NH
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The day felt more like football weather with crisp temperatures and brisk winds from the northwest, not what you would expect for the first weekend of summer. But then, this was New Hampshire. Twelve Comanches, ranging from 180’s to a 400 and two twins, all flew in to Newport’s Parlin Field.  We skipped the spot landing contest as getting in was challenging enough, with many examples of the famous “Comanche Float.”

Parlin’s FBO hosts, Dean and Maura Stetson, have been hard at work over the past few years making improvements at the airport.  There is a new FBO office, recently completed T-hangers, new paving and runway lights. Parlin is located in the Dartmouth/Sunapee region of New Hampshire with many nearby things to see and do.
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The grass parking area was freshly mowed for our arrival. Some people made use of the airports courtesy bicycles to explore the covered bridge over the Sugar River and the picnic and camping area at the far end of the turf runway.

At noontime the 20 of us strolled over to the Lil’ Red Baron, a great Mexican restaurant located behind the FBO office.  They had an all-you-can-eat taco bar set up for us, with all the fixings and soft drinks for a reasonable price. Everyone enjoyed the food and fellowship, and the ice cream afterwards.
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Pete Morse, fly-in coordinator, passed around a brief questionnaire for feedback and future ideas. Most wrote that they came to visit this unfamiliar airport and to meet other ICS-NE members. About half had not been to many ICS events, even with long time ICS membership. Interest was expressed in future workshops on many topics, from maintenance to landing gear to painting. The list of “Favorite $100 Lunch” spots included Columbia County (1B1), Sanford (SFM), Nantucket (ACK), Block Island (BID) and Basin Harbor (B06), with one hour being the comfortable distance to travel.
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After some more socializing and casual line inspection we began to disperse. A few pilots took advantage of the $4.05 self-serve 100LL, and then we back-taxied in pairs like the old friends we had become. All in all, it was a great day to fly!
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(View more photos at

quietcornerbands.org/Flight/ICS-NE/ICS-NE_page )

