	· July Fly-In at Newport NH – 
by Pete Morse
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July 11th was not the greatest for weather, but the next day was forecast to be worse, so we elected to hold our Newport, New Hampshire fly-in as scheduled. The morning was quite hazy and rain and thunderstorms threatened west of New England. Three intrepid Comanche pilots made the trip – Jim Johnston came in from Norwood, Mass, Mike Travagli from Westminster, Md, and me from Danielson, Ct. All told there were eight people in attendance. Two other nearby pilots had sent word that they had conflicting appointments, but the weather probably kept most ICS-NE members on the ground.

Russ Kelsea, the new Parlin airport manager, was ready for us, with the parking area freshly mowed. There is a lot of new activity at Parlin Field, with other scheduled fly-ins, WINGS seminars, and semi-monthly pilot cookout get togethers hosted by the local Recycled Pilots group in their T-hangar.

My son Sam, an Air Force photographer, was with us on a visit from his post in Japan, and took these photos. Mount Manadnock, 20 miles south of Newport, is typical of the terrain in northern New England, with rock outcrops, often above tree line. Parlin Field is nestled in a little valley, making it hard to spot until nearly above it. Landing from the north requires dropping in over trees to a displaced threshold, which Jim and Mike did with class!

We had a great Mexican lunch at the Lil’ Red Baron, with fried ice-cream for dessert, then fueled up (with a little help) and departed by mid-afternoon, ahead of the threatening weather. 

Our fly-in has become an annual event at Parlin, marking the beginning of an active summer program. We will be back next July for the 4th Annual Comanche Fly-In. May the weather gods smile.
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	Remaining NE Tribe Fly-Ins 2008-2009

           August 15 

Luncheon

Tangiers Island, VA (KTGI)

           September 12 

Luncheon

Southbridge, MA (3B0)

           October 10 

Luncheon

Martinsburg, WV  (KMRB)

All Fly-Ins are on Saturday, with Sunday as a rain date. Email notices will be sent two weeks in advance. 

Watch your emails for any changes in scheduled dates or locations.
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