Angel Flights   Pete Morse - ICS #16012

Every pilot is looking for an excuse to fly.  The famous $100 hamburger, the fly-in pancake breakfast, the quick trip to visit friends, or giving a total stranger a ride to medical treatment in a far off city.  Each year thousands of Angel Flights carry critically ill patients to treatment centers and back.  Sometimes it’s an older person receiving cancer treatments, sometimes it’s a child going to a burn center, other times it’s someone receiving a transplant or follow up care, or it may be a compassion flight, bringing family members to a wounded soldier’s bedside. In each case the patient and their families are very appreciative of the pilot/s skill and generosity - and it’s a great excuse to fly.
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	Angel Flight originating at Rochester NY


Angel Flight Northeast, in Lawrence, Mass, is the contact organization for potential passengers from Delaware to New York and into New England – the same general area as for ICS-NE. The office staff gathers all data – name, contact information, doctor, needed flight timing – and lists each flight on their web site for pilots to sign up. Pilots click on flights they want to fly and receive the documentation by e-mail. The pilot and patient talk to each other on the phone, and then meet at the departure airport, fill out some paperwork and fly to the destination. All flights are on an IFR flight plan and use the preferential NGF call sign.  In some cases there is a connecting flight, with another pilot taking the patient to a further destination. After the flight the pilot files a report which includes the time and cost of the entire trip. Angel Flight then provides documentation for a charitable tax deduction.

Angel Flights brings good things on many levels. The patient gets to or from important medical treatment in a timely fashion, the pilot gets a great excuse to fly, and mission-related expenses can be claimed as a tax deduction. Some pilots sign up for flights in their home vicinity as an opportunity to fly. Other pilots, like me, sign up for multiple flights on the same day, maximizing time use - sort of like an area taxi service. Still others, when planning a personal flight somewhere, check the flight requests to see if anyone needs a ride in the same general direction. If so, a portion of the personal flight becomes a charitable flight, which is deductible. When other Angel Flight areas are included it is possible to find flight requests throughout the country.

To become an Angel Flight pilot, contact Angel Flight Northeast at 800-549-9980 or go to their web site at angelflightne.org. A minimum of Private Pilot and IFR currency are required, and a half-day training will be provided. Comanches make great aircraft for these missions with their comfort, speed and carrying capacity. If this idea intrigues you then sign up. Trust me, you will be glad you did.

	[image: image2.png]s

gnge] Flight


















ICS-NE Nor’Easter
- page 1 -
          Winter 2008-09


